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The Herald's James Buchanan, a reporter with 
an intimate knowledge of boats and a longtime fa- 
miliarity with the Bahamas, has retraced the route 
of the Bluebelle’s last voyage to fill in the gaps in 
the sea tragedy that claimed five lives and led to a 
sixth death, Here is his report. 


By JAMES BUCHANAN 
Herald Statt Writer 


‘Copyright 19461, The Miami Herald Publishing Company 
On the night of Nov. 13 a tall, bronzed sea captain 
lay on a twin bed in a Nassau hotel room and drank 10 
double brandies. 
The companion bed was covered with damp bills, 
drying out — several $20s, some $10s, a few $5s and $1s. 


The solitary drinker was Capt. Julian A. Harvey, 
skipper of the ill-fated ketch Bluchelle. He had been 
picked up at sea only a few hours before, 


The bizarre details of Harvey's first night on land 
after the Bluebelle’s sinking were among the 
new facts that came to light in a two-week 
Herald search for additional information on 
a sea tragedy that already has become a 
classic. 

It was learned: 

NO SEARCH was made for other sur- 
vivors of the boat that rescued Harvey be- 
cause he insisted “all aboard my ship were 
lost.” 

HARVEY MISLED officials in Nassau, 
telling them he would be available for ques- 

Buchanan tioning, then flying to Miami the day after 
his rescue. 

HARBOR PILOTS who carried Harvey and the body 
of Rene Duperrault from the rescue vessel Gulflion to 
Nassau said the girl's body was bruised on the hands, 
elbows and over the eyes, 

AN AUTOPSY was performed on Rene, although It 
was never publicly reported by Bahamian authorities. It 
gave drowning as the cause of death, and the only 
bruises it mentioned were on one elbow, The autopsy 
was performed 27 hours after the girl's body reached 
Nassau — after Harvey created suspicion by his abrupt 
departure. 

WEATHER REPORTS from ship captains in the 
area at the time of the Bluebelle sinking differed sharp- 
ly from Harvey's weather accounts, even to the direction 
of the wind 

THE SINKING occurred at a spot that could be 
considered ideal for a planned sea accident, The water 
was too deep for salvage, but sea traffic was heavy 
enough to virtually assure rescue of a survivor. 

THE BLUEBELLE has vanished, according to the 
Coast Guard. To this date, no debris from the vessel 
has been found. Odds-and-ends collected by search ves- 
sels in the area could not be identified as part of the 
ketch’s hull or equipment 

Add these ri ns to other new bits and pieces 
of information and the last days of the Bluebelle, her 
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